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in the art that members of the class will behave in the same way in 
the context of the claimed invention. In other words, each member 
of the class could be substituted one for the other, with the 
expectation that the same intended result would be achieved." 

5 

3. This application contains claims directed to more than one 
species of the generic invention. These species are deemed to lack 
Unity of Invention because they are not so linked as to form a 
single inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. Applicant is 

10 required, in response to this action, to elect a single species to 

which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally 
held to be allowable. The response must also identify the claims 
readable on the elected species, including any claims subsequently 
added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims 

15 are generic is considered non-responsive unless accompanied by an 

election. The species are as follows: 

a. Claims 21 and 22, drawn to different synthetic peptides 
(e.g., Seq. Nos . 1, 2, 3, 4, etc.). 

20 

4. The species listed above do not relate to a single inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, the 
species lack the same or corresponding special technical features 
for the following reasons: each of the peptides identified above 

25 has a different amino acid sequence and lacks a common core 

structure responsible for the biochemical and immunological 
activities of any given peptide. Moreover, since it is well- 
documented in the art that even single amino acid substitutions, 
additions, or deletions can influence the immunological activities 

30 of any given peptide in an unpredictable manner, there is no 

reasonable expectation that all the peptides will function in the 
same manner. Moreover, separate searches will also be required for 
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each peptide. Accordingly, each of the identified peptides lacks 
a special technical feature. 



5. Applicant is advised that the response to this requirement to be 
5 complete must include an election of the invention to be examined 

even though the requirement be traversed. Applicant is reminded 
that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, 
the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 
1.48(b) if one or more of the currently named inventors is no 
10 longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 

application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a diligently-filed petition under 37 C.F.R. § 1.48(b) and by the 
fee required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(h). 



1 5 Correspondence 

6. Correspondence related to this application may be submitted to 
Group 1600 by facsimile transmission. The faxing of such papers 
must conform with the notice published in the Official Gazette, 
1096 OG 30 (November 15, 1989) . Official communications should be 

20 directed toward one of the following Group 1600 fax numbers: (703) 

308-4242 or (703) 305-3014. Informal communications may be 
submitted directly to the Examiner through the following fax 
number: (703) 308-4426. Applicants are encouraged to notify the 
Examiner prior to the submission of such documents to facilitate 

25 their expeditious processing and entry. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to 
Jeffrey S. Parkin, Ph.D., whose telephone number is (703) 308-2227. 
The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 

30 8:30 AM to 6:00 PM. A message may be left on the examiner's voice 

mail service. If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisors, James Housel or Laurie Scheiner, can be 
reached at (703) 308-4027 or (703) 308-1122, respectively. Any 
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inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application should be directed to the Group 1600 receptionist whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 

Respectfully, 

h 

Jeffrey S. Parkin, Ph.D. 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 1648 

13 December, 2000 
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